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EPHESIANS
CHAPTER 5:
A NEW
HUMANITY
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Chapters 1-3 A new theology BELIEF

F—E=FE TS =3l

Chapter 4 General challenge to Holy BELONGING
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Chapter 5+ Practical guidance BEHAVIOURS
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EPHESIANS CHS V 1-14

1 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved
children.

2 and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God.

3 But among you there must not be even a hint of
sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed,
because these are improper for God's holy people.

4 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse
joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.

> For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or
greedy person--such a man is an idolater--has any
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.

6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for
because of such things God's wrath comes on those
who are disobedient.

" Therefore, do not be partners with them. (NIV)
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EPHESIANS CHS5 V 1-14 LsEprE fH:1-14

8 For you were once darkness, but now you
are light in the Lord. Live as children of light

J (for the fruit of the light consists in all
goodness, righteousness and truth)

10and find out what pleases the Lord.

1 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds
of darkness, but rather expose them.

12 For it is shameful even to mention what the
disobedient do In secret.

13 But everything exposed by the light
becomes visible,

L4 for it is light that makes everything visible.
This is why it is said: “Wake up, O sleeper,
rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on
you.” (NIV)
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TODAY’S CONTEXT /| § XM E =
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Reality of living out ‘new behaviours’ of Ephesians in a post-modern culture
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* Previously, ‘It doesn’t happen here’ approach
(Moralistic; repressive).
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« Today cannot deny we live in a sex-saturated
society.
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* Verse11 exhorts us to ‘expose deeds of
darkness'’.

% 11 smEHEEM [BERETAL .

« Today brings difficulties in speaking out biblical ‘truth’ and referring to any behaviour as ‘sin’.
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PURPOSE OF NEW BEHAVIOURS
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We need biblical foundations and principles more than ever to

navigate these times.
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Practical guide as to how to live out the new theology of
chapters 1-3 and illustrate a new humanity.
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Change in behaviour is indicative of where our lives are ‘centred’

and can lead to idolatry.
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To set boundaries and limits to be effective vessels.
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World tries it but has taken out Christ — e.g. trendy emphasis on ‘kindnesses’.
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IMPACT OF BEHAVIOURS
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Even having received grace, we must ‘press on’
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Not a list of small-minded lifestyle rules of Paul, but practical.
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Living it out has a ‘ripple effect’ on the people and culture
around us.
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Importance of ‘naming it’ (or ‘owning it’) and being light in the
world.
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HOW TO ADOPT NEW BEHAVIOURS
AND REORDER THE OLD
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Practical tips:
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» Accept the challenge and live it out
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» But be real and own shortcomings
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 ‘Belong’ together — bringing quality of life, accountability and practical
support
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TO FINISH...
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We need to acknowledge what is going on about us and ‘wake up’ and
Implore Christ to shine on us if we are to transform the world we live In.
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“Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on
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you.
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