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’But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-
surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard
pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in
despair; @ persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not
destroyed. 1 We always carry around in our body the death of
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11
For we who are alive are always being given over to death for
Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal
body. 1?2 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.
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2 CorinthiansEfir241££E4:7-12 (Passion
Translation BE4% =2 N)

"We are like common clay jars that carry this Elorious treasure
within, so that this immeasurable power will be seen as God’s,
not ours. $Though we experience every kind of pressure, we're
not crushed. At times we don’t know what to do, but 3uitting iS
not an option. *We are persecuted by others, but God has not
forsaken us. We may be knocked down, but not out. *®We
continually share in the death of Jesus in our own bodies, so
that the resurrection life of Jesus will be revealed through our
humanity. **We consider living to mean that we are constantly
oeing handed over to death for Jesus’ sake so that the life of
Jesus will be revealed through our humanity. 12So, then, death is
at work in us but it releases life in you.




Context A

* Certain false teachers had come to the church and poisoned the minds of the
believers with lies against Paul.
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* His opponents were undermining his work, claiming that his suffering proved
he was not a true apostle (11:24-29).
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e Paul wrote this book to defend his ministry and his apostleship.
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Metaphor: Jars of Clay EEig; - EL2S

* We are common clay jars / clay pots (created from dust / clay / earth).
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* God created man from the dust and to dust we will return (Gen 3:19).
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Treasure Within & B F&H

* The value / worth / beauty of a clay pot lies in what it carries within.
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* We have this “treasure” within — Christ in us, the hope of glory (Colossians
1:27).

B

(EEPH = 1:27) o
* The outward vessel is not as important as the glorious treasure within!
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Outward Impressiveness versus Weakness
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* In society, we place a lot of emphasis on outward appearances and making
a good impression. It’s human to want to show our strengths and hide our
weaknesses.
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* But to God, brokenness is beautiful.
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e Main theme in 2 Corinthians is “God’s Power in Man’s Weakness”.
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2 Corinthians Epx%%12= 12:9-10 (TPT)

My grace is always more than enough for you, and my
power finds its full expression through your weakness.” So |
will celebrate my weaknesses, for when I’'m weak | sense more
deeply the mighty power of Christ living in me. 1°So I’'m not
defeated by my weakness, but delighted! For when | feel my
weakness and endure mistreatment—when I’'m surrounded
with troubles on every side and face persecution because of
my love for Christ—| am made yet stronger. For my weakness
becomes a portal to God’s power.



Is Suffering ‘Unspiritual’? ZE 2 “AEEHY” 1E 9

* Think of this mentality that ‘suffering is unspiritual’ — are we trapped in this
mindset?
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* Our relationship with God is not transactional, but covenantal. In the face
of suffering, God is no less good to us.
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* Paul showed that through his afflictions, he was sharing in the sufferings of
Christ (Philippians 3:10).
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* Do we have a theology of suffering as evangelical Christians?
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Quote from Thomas a Kempis

‘The Lord has many Y E A&
lovers of His crown ,A it 1;; =+
but few lovers of /ﬁl] _,_t % 8
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Finding Our Sufficiency in Christ
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* [t would seem that for Paul, affliction & suffering is normal, and his
constant dependency and sufficiency was in Christ.
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* Jesus is all sufficient for Paul — do we find our sufficiency in Christ?
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* In times of setbacks and suffering, is it enough to know that God loves us
and His presence is with us?
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Quote

“Lament is the path that takes us to the place where we discover
that there is no complete answer to pain and suffering, only
Presence. The language of lament gives a meaningful form to our
grief by providing a vocabulary for our suffering and then offering
it to God as worship. Our questions and complaints will never find
individual answers (even as Job’s questions were never fully
answered). The only Answer is the dangerous, disturbing,
comforting Presence, which is the true answer to all our questions
and hopes.”

(by Michael Card)



The Paradox of the Christian Life EX- B HE4 7GRV 1 E S

We are comforted, yet afflicted; we are secure, yet we suffer; we are both
strong and weak; we experience joy and sorrow; we die yet live. God “comes
alongside us to comfort us in every suffering” (1:4). When we are at our
weakest, we “sense more deeply the might power of Christ living in me”
(12:9). And though “we continually share in the death of Jesus,” his
“resurrection life.......will be revealed through our humanity” (4:10).
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