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There are many names in We're going to look at 5
history, one stands out: Jesus headings today:
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Jesus' birth was foretold
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Ordinary people encounter the good news:
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8That night there were shepherds staying in

the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of
sheep. *Suddenly, an angel of the Lord
appeared among them, and the radiance of
the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were
terrified, 1°but the angel reassured them.
“Don’t be afraid!” he said. “| bring you good
news that will bring great joy to all people.
1The Saviour—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—
has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of
David! 12And you will recognize him by this
sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in
strips of cloth, lying in a manger.”

(Luke 2:8-12, NLT)
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Wise men follow the star
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Life 4 & i

Jesus performed 37 miracles, all showi

aspects of his power and authorlt*y
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For example, turning water into wine shows his humanity:
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Y“There was a wedding celebration in the village of Cana in
Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2and Jesus and his
disciples were also invited to the celebration. 3The wine
supply ran out during the festivities, so Jesus’ mother told
him, “They have no more wine.” #Dear woman, that’s not our
problem,” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come. >“But his
mother told the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

6Standing nearby were six stone water jars, used for Jewish
ceremonial washing. Each could hold twenty to thirty gallons.
’Jesus told the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” When the
jars had been filled, 8he said, “Now dip some out, and take it
to the master of ceremonies.” So the servants followed his
instructions. °When the master of ceremonies tasted the
water that was now wine, not knowing where it had come
from (though, of course, the servants knew), he called the
bridegroom over. 1°“A host always serves the best wine first,”
he said. “Then, when everyone has had a lot to drink, he
brings out the less expensive wine. But you have kept the

best until now!” * (John 2: 1-10, NLT)
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The feeding of the 5,000 shows his compassion and hospitality:
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13The crowds heard where he was headed and followed on
foot from many towns. *4Jesus saw the huge crowd as he
stepped from the boat, and he had compassion on them and
healed their sick. 1>That evening the disciples came to him
and said, “This is a remote place, and it's already getting late.
Send the crowds away so they can go to the villages and buy
food for themselves.” 1But Jesus said, “That isn’t
necessary—you feed them.” 17“But we have only five loaves
of bread and two fish!” they answered. “‘Bring them here,” he
said. 1°Then he told the people to sit down on the grass.
Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward
heaven, and blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves into
pieces, he gave the bread to the disciples, who distributed it
to the people. 2°They all ate as much as they wanted, and
afterward, the disciples picked up twelve baskets of leftovers.
21About 5,000 men were fed that day, in addition to all the
women and children!

(Matthew 14: 13-21, NLT)
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For example: Love your neighbour as yourself
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37Jesus replied, “You must love the
LORD your God with all your heart, all
your soul, and all your mind.’ 38This is
the first and greatest commandment.
39A second is equally important: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.” 49The entire
law and all the demands of the
prophets are based on these two

)

commandments.

(Matthew 22: 37-40, NLT)
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| am the way the truth and the life:
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Ask, seek, knock
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8For everyone who asks

receives; the one who seeks

finds; and to the one who (EKIEZ 7:7-8. A& AIEETHR)
knocks, the door will be opened.

(Matthew 7: 7-8, NIV)
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Jesus demonstrates love
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He touches the leper
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2Suddenly, a man with leprosy
approached him and knelt before

him. “Lord,” the man said, “if you
are willing, you can heal me and
make me clean.” 3Jesus reached
out and touched him. “| am
willing,” he said. "Be healed!” And

J

instantly the leprosy disappeared.

(Matthew 8: 2-3, NLV)
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No longer servants, but friends
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| no longer call you slaves, BABEERMENE, BEEAL
T EINEREOE. BIS RS

- WHIARE, BESBIBLSERFHI—
confide in his slaves. Now you 477 spaespppg 7

because a master doesn’t

are my friends, since | have
told you everything the Father
told me.
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Neither do | FH A TE {RAYS

3As he was speaking, the teachers of religious law and
the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in
the act of adultery. They put her in front of the crowd.
4“Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught
in the act of adultery. °The law of Moses says to stone
her. What do you say? ®They were trying to trap him
Into saying something they could use against him, but
Jesus stooped down and wrote in the dust with his
finger. "They kept demanding an answer, so he stood up
again and said, “All right, but let the one who has never
sinned throw the first stone!” 8Then he stooped down
again and wrote in the dust. ?When the accusers heard
this, they slipped away one by one, beginning with the
oldest, until only Jesus was left in the middle of the
crowd with the woman. '°Then Jesus stood up again and
said to the woman, “Where are your accusers? Didn't
even one of them condemn you?” '"“No, Lord,” she said.
And Jesus said, “Neither do I. Go and sin no more.”

(John 8:3-11, NLV)
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| come to your house & XFKER{RZK

1Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town.
°There was a man there named Zacchaeus. He was the
chief tax collector in the region, and he had become very
rich. 3He tried to get a look at Jesus, but he was too short to
see over the crowd. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a
sycamore-fig tree beside the road, for Jesus was going to
pass that way. >When Jesus came by, he looked up at
Zacchaeus and called him by name. “Zacchaeus!” he said.
“Quick, come down! | must be a guest in your home
today.” 6Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to
his house in great excitement and joy. “But the people were
displeased. “He has gone to be the guest of a notorious
sinner,” they grumbled. 8Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood
before the Lord and said, “I will give half my wealth to the
poor, Lord, and if | have cheated people on their taxes, | will
give them back four times as much!” °Jesus responded,
“Salvation has come to this home today, for this man has
shown himself to be a true son of Abraham. 1°For the Son of

Man came to seek and save those who are lost.”

(Luke 19:1-10, NLV)
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A pearl of great price
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a merchant on the lookout for | gzpogsm sseappeesa . B
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discovered a pearl of great FEEWE’H"H&Z@, ME
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owned and bought it! '

(Luke 19:45-46, NLV) (B HNEE19:45-46, St FiEAK)

This morning everything we've looked at up to this point gives us a
glimpse of the 'pearl’. We can embrace that and follow Jesus.
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Crucifixion and
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The life of Jesus culminates in what the English author C.S. Lewis describes as
'the deeper magic', by which he means that God's hidden plan IS now revealed

to all.
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REDEMPTION AND RESTORATION 3 &sEL 18 F0

Reversing mankind's decision to be independent from God, and giving us an

opportunity to reconnect with him.
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Holy Week at Easter starts with Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and ends
with his betrayal and crucifixion.
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Jesus’ death ER#RAUSET:

2pm - Jesus cries out T4 —RF - BREKIFAY
‘He said, “It is finished!” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.” (John 19:30, NLT)
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3pm - the veil separating the two areas of the temple in Jerusalem is supernaturally torn in two, symbolising the

end of the 'old covenant' between God and mankind, and the beginning of the 'new covenant’
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‘The curtain in the sanctuary of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.” (Matthew 27:51, NLT)
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The Resurrection 183%

1Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawning,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went out to visit the
tomb. 2Suddenly there was a great earthquake! For an
angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled aside the
stone, and sat on it. 3His face shone like lightning, and his
clothing was as white as snow. “The guards shook with
fear when they saw him, and they fell into a dead faint.
5Then the angel spoke to the women. “Don’t be afraid!” he
said. “I know you are looking for Jesus, who was:crucified.
®He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead, just as he said
would happen. Come, see where his body was lying. “And
now, go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from
the dead, and he is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will

see him there. Remember what | have told you.” °

(Matthew 28:1-7, NLV)
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The importance of ‘the first’:
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* The women are the first in this story
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2 Corinthians 5:15

=T 14 B .

SR 1EE 5:15

He died for everyone so that those
who receive his new life will no longer
live for themselves. Instead, they will

live for Christ, who died and was
raised for them.’

(NLV)
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This Is Paul's summary of the crucifixion, and the challenge to:
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