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Wives and husbands
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Ephesians 5:21-33
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Ephesians 5:21-33 (NIV) L 3BT

21Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

22\Nives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you
do to the Lord. 2For the husband is the head of the wife
as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he
is the Savior. 22Now as the church submits to Christ, so
also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.

2’Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her ?6to make her holy,
cleansing her by the washing with water through the
word, 2’and to present her to himself as a radiant church,
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy
and blameless. 28In this same way, husbands ought to
love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his
wife loves himself. 2°After all, no one ever hated their own
body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ
does the church— 3°for we are members of his body.

31“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother
and be united to his wife, and the two will become one
flesh.” 32This is a profound mystery—but | am talking
about Christ and the church. 33However, each one of you
also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife
must respect her husband.
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Marriage Is a blessing?
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May happiness increase with age and
love deepen with time.

May you grow old together until the hairs
turn white and stay united forever!



Cultural context
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* Perception or expectation of marriage Is significantly shaped by our
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« Marriage is for self-fulfillment vs social fulfilment of assigned roles
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Honour and Shame
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‘Honour’ was the value that individuals strived for by fulfilling the
societal expected roles and responsibilities FE&={EAE J1BKE,
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‘Shame’ was the violation of norms and the values of the
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‘Cancel Culture’ in our world today
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In a family at Roman times...

Men the obedience of their wives, the disrespect from wives and
B A children and household slaves children
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Women the obedience to their domination in family, gossip and
ZA husbands did not bear children
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Requirements for wives
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(5:22, NASB 1995)
MRPEZEFRY, BIERRBCRISLK, MMEERE] FieK

“Wives, be-subjeetto your own husbands, as to the Lord”
(5:22, NASB 1995)
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Requirements for wives
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 Religious significance Is added above the societal
expectations or virtues for wives’ submission to husbands.
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* The motivation for wives’ submission to husbands — this is an
expression of wives serving the Lord and revering Christ.
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Requirements for wives
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* Wives’ submission to their husbands is entirely voluntary as an
acknowledgment of ‘Christ is the Lord'.
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* Not every assertion regarding Christ and the church can be fully
adopted and applied on relationship between wives and husbands.
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Wives ZF1f

If you hope for your husband
to love you, honour him with
a respectful heart until he is
willing to love you
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Requirements for husbands
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“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself
up for her” (v25, NIV)
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“In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies.
He who loves his wife loves himself.” (v28, NIV)
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Requirements for husbands
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Traditional Jewish men’s morning prayer ER{EGHIE K E AL R FEERITE:
“Thank God for not making me a Gentile, a slave, or a woman.”
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Marcus Cato, a Roman elder:

“If you catch your wife in adultery, you can Kill her with impunity; she,
however, cannot dare to lay a finger on you if you commit adultery, nor is it
the law”
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Requirements for husbands
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 We must first understand Christ's sacrificial love for the church before
we can understand what Paul is asking husbands to love their wives

KPILEE T T BEEHAETNRIEZLE, T aelEMRER K RZM

] Z i FIRIZET

e Jesus Christ's sacrificial love for the church is not based on the
church’s obedience and holiness.
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Husbands stk

If you hope for your wife to
submit to you, you must love
her sacrificially until she is
wiIIing to submit to you
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Why Paul suddenly talked about wives and husbands in

this passage? %ﬂﬁﬁ?’f EERAREE| LR BT FRIRR ?

“and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ” (v21, NASB)
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“Bspeaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody with your heart to the Lord; %always giving thanks for all things in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father and be subject to one
another in the fear of Christ” (v19-21, NASB)
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The church i1s the home,
The home i1s the church!
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A Community perspective to read Ephesians
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» Aredemption
plan since the
creation which
reveal God’s will
and election _k
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 We are all saved

from death
through grace
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* the barriers

between people
are removed A
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 The witness of

mystery in
Christ
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A Community perspective to read Ephesians
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* The shaping and * A life being filled * The spiritual
maturation of the with Holy Spirit warfare faced by
Christian identity WEEE T imAVE the Christian
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A profound mystery HEX RSB Fi

“This is a profound mystery—ybut | am talking about Christ and the church.”
(v32, NIV)
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Marriage is God’s showcase of
covenant-keeping grace to the worlc
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