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Spiritual and Social Renewal
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Timeline of the return from Babylon

1 BB EE 1w 15 1512 B (2] B[R 4R

Cyrus &%l (B&T)

Darius X# 5 Xerxes BE P8 (ERIGFEE) Artaxerxes G0 ZEEE Y
521 - 486 485 - 465 464 - 424

600BC  590BC 580BC  570BC 560BC  550BC 540BC  530BC 520BC 0BC 500BC  490BC 480BC  470BC 46
l l l l l l ] l l l l
I 1 1 1

M) G 74 i
530 -522

559-530

Cambyses

450BC 440BC 430BC  420BC

1 1 >
1 I -

539BC
Persia conquers the
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458BC
Second return under Ezra
(to complete the temple
and reform the people)
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586BC 538BC
Fall of Israel & Exile to Edict from Cyrus for Jews
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Third return under
Nehemiah (to rebuild the
walls of Jerusalem)
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430BC
Nehemiah’s second return
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Why the
long
walt?
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Renewal takes time
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Perhaps God is doing a new thing
with His people in exile
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Ezra’s Story: a quick overview
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Artaxerxes issues a decree for
people to return with Ezra
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Encourages generous support for
the work of the temple (tax free!)
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Gives authority to create
judges, resetting the law
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Discover mixed marriages , which
upsets Ezra A LOT!
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God protects them on the
journey

FRTEHRIE T RAE ftb 1P

We're given lists of the people and
their families who go with Ezra
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People confess and
acknowledge guilt
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Ezra decrees that they have to
get divorced from foreign wives
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Ends with a long list of the
offenders who inter-married
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Ezra LLHRH]

* Trusted by the Persian King Artaxerxes (7:21)
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e A priest of Aaron’s line (7:5)
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* Ascribe —an expertinthe Law of God (7:6)
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* Areligious leader not a politician or royalty
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* A new kind of leader
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* A spiritual and social reformer
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“The hand of the Lord his God was upon him”
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7:6 —“the king granted him all he requested because the hand of the Lord his God was upon him”
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7:9 - “on the first of the fifth month he came to Jerusalem, because the good hand of his God was

upon him” " A A¥—mEI TEREIEIS, EAM MERRNFEmtt. | TEED

7:28 - “l was strengthened according to the hand of the Lord my God that was upon me”
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8:18 - “as the good hand of our God was upon us, they brought us a man of insight”
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8:22 - “l was ashamed to request from the king troops and horsemen to protect us from the enemy
on the way, because we had said to the king, “The hand of our God is favorably disposed to all who
seek Him...” So we fasted and sought our God concerning this matter, and He listened to our
pleading.”
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8:31 - “the hand of our God was upon us, and He rescued us from the hand of the enemy”
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WHY was God’s hand on Ezra?
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 7:10 - “For Ezra had firmly resolved to study the Law of the Lord and to practice
it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel”
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Put it into Teach others God’s law
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Study the scripture
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* Daily devotion B K& ) No'gtheor_etl_cal— ¢ Bring others up in faith
scripture is inherently e s
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HOW do you do it? I = Z7/aAE ?

 7:10-“For Ezra had firmly resolved to study the Law of the Lord and to
practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel”
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He FIRMLY RESOLVED b 37 7%

Requires willpower, commitment and resilience
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Do you want the hand
of the Lord on your
life?
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