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Timeline of the return from Babylon
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Wine tester - not taster
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1. He hears about the state of
Jerusalem, fasts and prays
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2. The King asks him why he
is sad and what he wants
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3. He says he wants to
rebuild city of his fathers
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Nehemiah 1.11 and 2.2-6

1.11: O Lord let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your
servant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in
revering your name. Give your servant success today by
granting him favour in the presence of this man ...............

2.2-6: So the king asked me “Why does your face look so sad

when you are notill? This can be nothing but sadness of heart”.
| was very much afraid, but | said to the King “" May the king live

forever! Why should | not look sad when the city where my
fathers are buried lies in ruins and its gates have been
destroyed by fire?’ The king said to me ‘What is it you want.
Then | prayed to the God of heaven, and | answered the king “If
it please the king and if your servant has found favour in your
sight let him send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are
buried so that | can rebuild it ...... It pleased the king to send
me, so | set atime.

Ezra 8.21-23

By the Ahava canal | proclaimed a fast so that we might
humble ourselves before our God and ask him for a safe
journey for us and our children with all our possessions. | was
ashamed to ask to ask the king for soldiers and horseman to
protect us from enemies ontheroad............... So we fasted

and petitioned our God about this and he answered our prayer.
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Daniel 9.2-3 Bl E 923

| Daniel, understood from the scriptures o2 fll £ E —F . B LHEK

according to the word of the Lord given to E 7|J1< i ?g EE g E E'/'g Al e fﬁ“ g ;?[ HE
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of Israel would last seventy years. So | K. ROE M A SRR

turned to the Lord God and pleaded with

Him in prayer and petition and in

sackcloth and ashes.

Ezra 1.1 LA Hr R EC 1.1

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in EHEHIWTE, BMEALEEE

order to fulfil the word of the Lord spoken  B& % HR # K O Fﬁ At HY RR o ?1[, };%Sl Ejj

by Jeremiah, the Lord moved the heart of é& % WL, EfeTEES

Cyrus king of Persia ......
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PROPOSITION E5& AGREE DISAGREE
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Prayer is the real battle
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Prayer is the most important thing we can engage in
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Prayer can move mountains
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Profound things happen when we recognise where ultimate authority lies
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There is value in praying for our leaders and politicians
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Reference Main elements Involved Outcome

Daniel 9.2 Confession and petition with fasting Daniel Cyrus’ heart is moved years later.
Book of Esther Allegory of intercession with fasting Esther and Jews |Immediate deliverance from ethnic annihilation
Ezra 8.23 Petition for a safe journey with Ezra and Jews A successful return journey to Jerusalem is achieved over the next four
fasting months without incident
Ezra 9.5,6 Public confession Ezra Crowd responds to comply with mosaic requirements banning marriage to
and lament foreigners
Neh 1.4 Confession, lament Nehemiah A successful request made to the king to leave employment and go to
and petition with fasting restore city of Jerusalem
Neh 2.4 Not known what for but linked to 1.4 Nehemiah Ditto
Neh 4.4 Lament and petition Nehemiah Insults from enemies do not hinder the work or demotivate the workforce
Neh 4.9 Group prayer —we don’t know Nehemiah & Threats do not materialise and work on walls progresses without violence
exactly what for associates
Neh 5.19 Request to be remembered Nehemiah Jesus: 400 odd years later
Neh 6.9 Petition for strength in face of Nehemiah Receives personal strength and resolve
opposition
Neh 6.14 Petition about intimidation Nehemiah Walls are completed in 52 days
Neh 8.6 Praise and worship Ezra and the Instruction in the law and communal celebration
people
Neh 9.2ff Confession, worship and praise with The people and Binding agreement made re marriages to foreigners
fasting Levites
Neh 12.24 Praise and thanks Priests and Recovery of activities prescribed by David
Levites
Neh 12.27 ff Dedication (of walls) with praise and Levites and Temple is supplied with provisions for the service of God
thanks choirs
Neh 13.14, 3 petitions inc. for mercy and to be  Nehemiah Jesus: 400 odd years later
22, 29, 30 remembered
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PROPOSITION E5& AGREE DISAGREE
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It is only given to special people like Nehemiah to pray for big things
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QUESTIONS FOR CELL GROUPS
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Share what concerns (burden) for others God has put on your heart
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Give examples in your life where God has answered your petitions - personally and corporately
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What helps you, or would help you pray for (inter)national issues - personally and / or corporately
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What corporate sins of the UK might we need to recognise and confess
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Explain why you have you found fasting with prayer helpful or unhelpful
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