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The values of the early
church
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Beliefs lead to Values which lead to Actions
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Beliefs lead to Values which lead to Actions
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The Great Commandment of Jesus is to "love God with all your heart, soul,
and mind, and to love your neighbour as yourself" (Matthew 22:37-40)
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(BEXKET 22:37-40) -

This commandment gives us a belief system:
ElFARTE FRMA—EEER

* God should be the centre #HENLFE >
 We are to love our neighbours FFIEZ#(fE
« We are to love ourselves I fIEEZHC2




Beliefs (S &

The New Testament also gives us the belief that God’s love is sacrificial: "For
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16)
AR ERMRRMNERIECR: [#HEH A, EZEiEtaE
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(AR E 3:16)

God so loved the world that he sent his son, Jesus, who so loved us that he
died on a cross.
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So drawing from these beliefs, we can see four values

EELEZH, HFTUARRMEEELR

1. A high view of God £ #HRYAYE

2. A high view of other people ¥t A BYAN E
3. High view of ourselves ¥f B IV E 7

4. And sacrificial love 352 HIZ
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When we look at Acts chapter 2 we see these values in action amongst
the early believers:
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1. A high view of God - in action: ¥ffHRIEE —1TE)
* Going to the temple for teaching and prayer - a big meeting
EERPEZFHENEE -~ ABERYE

e Gathering in each others’ houses - a small meeting - the benefits of real
community are in the small

ERTEG - I NEY—AFEZNTRERE DR




Actions 1TE]]
—1TE/

T

2. A high view of others - in action: ¥ {tb A\ BYE E
» Reaching out to others &%t A
* being salt and light in the world (Matthew 5:13-16)
it FEE{E (BXEES:13-16)
* talk that is gracious but seasoned with salt (Colossians 4:6)
=raumAn, AAEIAHEERAN (FRZEFE 4:6)
* Demonstrating love to others through hospitality and friendliness
LIAVESF R MAEFARRKES
* Generosity L
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3. A high view of ourselves - in action: ¥ H 3 HYE
* Everybody is a member of the body of Christ
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* Everybody has a role and a part to play
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4. Sacrificial love - in action: &2 BIZE —1TE)
* Generosity &
* Facing persecution [E ¥ &8

* Laying lives down - they had been filled with the Holy Spirit, who
gives power to be a witness - or a martyr (Acts 1:8)
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* We embrace these Christian values
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* These values lead to actions
15 LB EEBRFLITE

* But this is not something we can do in our own strength
(BIEtIFFRFIE B S H=Ee M EI R

 Call upon the power of the Holy Blrlt to enable us to live differently,

to live sacrificially "?XEE%EE’JKHI:, FEFxMEEL I~ —iRpE 5,
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